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quivered, and   shook   violently, at   which the people said
" The human spirit is returning into her."l

A  Brahman   householder   who   performs  the   regular
half-monthly sacrifices is supposed thereby to become him-
in Brah- ^ self a deity for a time.    In the words of the Satapatha-
Brdhmanci)  " He   who  is  consecrated   draws nigh to the
gods and becomes one  of the   deities."2    "All   formulas
of the consecration   are audgrabhana (elevatory), since he
who  is   consecrated elevates himself (ud-grabK)   from this
world to the world of the gods.    He elevates himself by
means of these same formulas." 8    " He who is consecrated
indeed becomes both Vishnu and a sacrificer; for when he
is consecrated, he is Vishnu, and when he sacrifices, he is
the  sacrificer."4    After he has completed the sacrifice he
becomes man again, divesting himself of his sacred character
with the words, " Now I am he who I really am," which
are thus explained in the Satapatha-Br&hmana: " In enter-
ing upon the vow, he becomes, as it were, non-human; and
as it would not be becoming for him to say, ' I enter from
truth into untruth'; and as, in fact, he now again becomes
man, let him therefore divest himself (of the vow) with the
text: * Now I am he who I really am.' " 6    The means by
which the sacrificer passed from untruth to truth, from the
human to the divine, was a simulation of a new birth.    He
was sprinkled with water as a symbol of seed.    He feigned
to be an embryo, and shut himself up in   a   special hut,
which represented the womb.    Under his robe he wore a
belt, and over it the skin  of a  black antelope; the belt
stood for the navel-string, and   the   robe and  the   black
antelope skin represented the inner and outer membranes
(the amnion and the chorion) in which an embryo is wrapt.
He might not  scratch  himself with his nails or a  stick
because he was an embryo, and were an embryo scratched
with nails or a stick it would die.    If he moved about in
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